SALTS.

It is prepared by saturating sulphuric acid with glit-r
cina. The acid dissolves the earth readily, and the so-
lution by evaporation yields small needle-form crystals^
the figure of which has not been ascertained.

Properties. Ifc ^as a verj sweet and somewhat astringent taste^
It is very soluble in water ; the solution readily as-
sumes the consistence of a syrup, but is brought with.
difficulty to crystallize. When heated it undergoes the
watery fusion, loses its water of crystallization, and falls
to powder. At a red heat it is decomposed completely,
the acid is driven off, and the earth remains in a state
of purity. The infusion of nutgalls, when dropped in-
to the solution of this salt, occasions a yellowish white
precipitate.

Sp. 14.    Sulphate -of Zirconza*

THIS salt was first formed by Klaproth, but Vauque-
lin has described it with more precision. It is prepared

by dissolving zirconia in sulphuric acid,  and evapora-
ting the solution to dryness.

Properties. It is usually in the form of a white powder. It may^
however, be obtained in small needle-form crystals. It
has no taste, and is insoluble in water. It is not alter-
ed by exposure to the air. It is very easily decomposed
by heat: The acid readily flies off, and leaves the earth
in a state of purity. This decomposition may be ac-
complished even by boiling in water 5 the earth preci-
pitates, and the acid remains in solution. Klaproth in-
forms us, that with excess of acid sulphate of zirconia
forms transparent stelliform crystals, soluble in water*
7_nd having an astringent taste *.
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